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In Arlington, organizations thrive on the vitality of the region’s most creative and educated workforce. These 

visionary, innovative and diversely talented people have energized Arlington’s growth into a world-class urban 

community, in a location that can’t be beat. Situated directly across the Potomac River from the nation’s capital, 

Arlington provides convenient access to the power, prestige, influence and opportunities of Washington, D.C., 

the region — and within Arlington itself. 

Arlington is the epicenter of scientific research for the defense and homeland security industries.  

In fact, the Ballston area of Arlington has the nation’s greatest concentration of scientific research 

agencies, anchored by the National Science Foundation, Defense Advanced Research 

Projects Agency (DARPA), the Office of Naval Research (ONR) and several top academic 

research institutes. Their ability to collocate within a compact, urban environment 

creates tremendous synergy and drives limitless ingenuity and innovation. 

Arlington’s diverse mix of industries extends well beyond those traditionally 

driven by government research. Media organizations, nonprofits, think 

tanks and technology firms have flocked to Arlington for its central 

location within the region, its talented workforce, its distinct 

energy and urban vibrancy. 

Overall, Arlington offers nearly 40 million square 

feet of office space, stunning views of the Nation’s 

Capital and a transportation infrastructure that provides 

unparalleled access to the region. Offering the lowest 

tax rates inside the Beltway, Arlington’s business-friendly 

environment has ample amenities and creates a growth  

 environment in which businesses thrive.
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Lots of people are talking about alternative energy. And in Arlington, the most powerful 

alternative energy around is brainpower. Smart, creative, well-educated people are the 

most sought-after, highly prized commodity for any organization. And with the highest 

concentration of these 25–34 year olds in the region, Arlington is one of the most 

extraordinary and exciting areas in the region to work. 

Arlington is a creative-class community by any measure, topping the 

chart within the Washington D.C. metropolitan area for its creative 

core of residents, its diversity, its educational attainment and 

its technology base. Arlington’s creative community status 

results from the values and mission of the community 

itself, creating a place where people want to both  

live and work. 

Communities become and remain successful 

based on the types of people they are 

able to attract. Companies benefit 

by drawing from a talented 

workforce that has a stake  

in its community.
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With its vertical landscape and sidewalk culture, Arlington is often described as 

the most urban community in the D.C. area. It’s arguably the only jurisdiction 

in the famously horizontal D.C. area that can make such a claim. Arlington’s 

vistas are the most celebrated in the region — its skyline evocative of a 

major urban center — offering marquee visibility and prestige to the 

businesses that locate here.

Arlington’s alternative energy surges inside — and outside — its 

buildings. An emphasis on mixed-use development means 

shopping, restaurants, clubs, theaters and more are 

located amidst offices and residential buildings. 

This creates an urban energy, and a walkable 

environment that has earned awards and 

accolades for years.
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Arlington has an alternative energy. It’s vibrant, urban, hip, not what you might 

expect — and different from anyplace else in the region. Arlington is an urban 

departure from gridlocked traffic; it offers a breath of fresh air and calming 

green spaces. Arlington is also an alternative to the far-flung suburbs, 

where cars are mandatory, cavernous office parks abound and 

highways are clogged with commuters. 

Those that live or work in Arlington can walk, bike, run, 

take Metro, Zip Car, bus or use just about any other transit 

option to get where they need to go. And they can do it quickly: 

Arlington’s walkable community, and transit-oriented development 

mean less cars on its streets and more options for transportation. 

Those visiting can choose from over 40 hotels and 10,000 hotel rooms; 

almost all are located along Metro lines.

Arlington tops the nation in education, and its superior schools are augmented 

by some 11 colleges and universities, with plans in the works for a major 

university research campus. Our abundant park land, 80 miles of bike 

trails and diverse commercial districts complement a world-class 

corporate presence.
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